	[image: image1.png]



	IMF  IMB  FIOM

FITIM  FISM
	
INTERNATIONAL  METALWORKERS'  FEDERATION
INTERNATIONALER  METALLGEWERKSCHAFTSBUND
FEDERATION  INTERNATIONALE  DES  ORGANISATIONS  DE  TRAVAILLEURS  DE  LA  METALLURGIE
INTERNATIONELLA  METALLFEDERATIONEN
FEDERACION  INTERNACIONAL  DE  TRABAJADORES  DE  LAS  INDUSTRIAS  METALURGICAS
FEDERAZIONE  INTERNAZIONALE  DEI  SINDACATI  METALMECCANICI

	
	54 bis, route des Acacias
Case Postale 1516
CH-1227 Geneva
Switzerland
	Telephone: ++ 41 22 308 50 50
Telefax: ++ 41 22 308 50 55
E-mail: info@imfmetal.org
Website: http://www.imfmetal.org
	President: Berthold Huber
General Secretary: Jyrki Raina


- 3 -
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Off Mhlambanyatsi Road, P.O.Box 395

Mbabane, Swaziland
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His Majesty

King Mswati III


The King's Ofice


P.O. Box 1


Kwaluseni


Kingdom Of Swaziland

Sent by e-mail: mbulig@gov.sz
Swaziland police forcibly block peaceful assembly and demonstration, arrest labour and pro-democracy activists, and police raid of SFTU headquarters 
Honorable Prime Minister:  
The International Metalworkers’ Federation (IMF), representing the collective interests of 25 million metalworkers in 100 countries, including Swaziland, denounces in the strongest possible terms the Swaziland Royal Police arrest of some 50 labour and pro-democracy activists and journalists on September 6, 2010 after the police broke up a peaceful meeting, the September 7, 2010 police raid of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions headquarters with arrest of trade union activists, the September 7 arrest and subsequent house arrest of People’s United Democratic Movement President Mario Masuku and the continued use of force to quell the legitimate demands and aspirations of Swazi workers and people.  

A number of pro-democracy and labour leaders and activists were holding a peaceful meeting at the Tum's George Hotel in Manzini on September 6 when the police rushed into the room and arrested those present, including journalists covering the meeting. The Swaziland Royal Police forcibly loaded them into a police van and a big truck, and manhandled several in the process. According to information received by the International Trade Union Confederation, the police battalion was very big and heavily armed. 
All the people who were arrested were held in custody at the Manzini police headquarters. 
Among those arrested were: 

1. Vincent Ncongwane –  General Secretary of the ITUC-affiliated Swaziland Federation of Labour (SFL) 

2. Fundizwi Sifundza, National Organiser of the ITUC-affiliated Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) 

3. Frank Mncina, General Secretary, Swaziland Amalgamated Trade Unions (SATU) 
4. Muzi Mhlanga – General Secretary, Swaziland National Association of Teachers (SNAT)
5. Sibusiso Lushaba – General Secretary, Swaziland National Association of Nurses 
6. Musa Hlophe – Swaziland Coalition of the Concerned Civic Society, former board 

member of the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA)
7. Muzi Masuku – OSISA Country Manager
8. Phumelela Dlamini – Swaziland Democracy Campaign (SDC) 

9. Mary da Silva – Swaziland Democracy Campaign (SDC) 

10. Mpandlana Shongwe – Swaziland Democracy Campaign (SDC) 
11. Sikelele  Dlamini -  Swaziland Democracy Campaign (SDC)
12. Wandile Dludlu – President, Swaziland Youth Congress (SWAYOCO) 
13. Sikhumbuzo Phakathi –Deputy President, People's United Democratic Movement (PUDEMO)
14. Zanele Matebula - Deputy International Affairs Secretary, Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU)
15. George Mahlangu – National Campaigns Coordinator, COSATU
16. Christine Olivier, Deputy President, National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa (NUMSA) 
17. Steve Faulkner - International Relations Officer, South African Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU)
18. Ntokozo Mbhele – Project Coordinator, Public Services International (PSI)
We understand they have now been released. 
However, the foreign nationals among them have been deported from Swaziland. As they were merely supporting their colleagues in their legitimate struggle for democratic and trade union rights, the IMF finds this unacceptable. 
On September 7, 2010, the Swaziland Royal Police raided the headquarters of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU)--known throughout the world as an affiliate of the ITUC with police taking away at least nine South African trade unionists supporting their Swazi colleagues.  
On September 8, police forces were mobilized to disrupt a peaceful march of trade unionists hoping to convey a petition to the Minister of Labour. The police arrested the Deputy General Secretary of SFTU-affiliate STRAUW, members of SNAT and a youth supporter from SWAYOCO who were later released. 

On September 7, 2010, Swaziland Royal Police fired warning shots into the air and forcibly arrested PUDEMO President Mario Masuku and others from among a crowd of democracy supporters right before a public march was set to begin and the current information received by IMF is that he has been placed under house arrest.  

The extreme action of mobilizing police forces to raid the headquarter offices of a trade union confederation, the SFTU, along with the arrests, police blocking delivery of a petition, and house arrest of prominent public figures can only be deplored by the world. 

Swaziland is a signatory to the African Union’s Charter on Human and People’s Rights, to the International Labour Organisation's (ILO) Core conventions, to the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Principles and Guidelines on Democratic Elections, as well as to other bilateral and multilateral mechanisms for the promotion of democracy and human rights. 
But everyday reality in Swaziland continue to be marked by arbitrary arrests, torture and deaths in detention, extra-judicial killings, the lack of judicial representation, threats and intimidation of trade unionists and activists and their families, and the escaping into exile of many Swazis as a consequence of this climate of terror. 

The continuous state of emergency since 1973, the renewed Suppression of Terrorism Act, the prohibition on all political parties, the lack of workers’ right to assemble unless authorized by the Police, possibility for 60-days of detention without trial, the suspicious death in detention of Swaziland Agriculture and Plantation Workers’ Union member Sipho Jele, the brutal subsequent disturbance of his funeral by some 500 heavily-armed police who arrested and detained mourners, and the violent interruption of the peaceful May Day celebrations at the Salesian Sports grounds in Manzini clearly illustrate the climate of oppression and terror. 
The repressive actions taken in recent days—a time when Swazi people should be able to celebrate freedom and independence—only serve to bring this stark situation into the spotlight.  Rather, the recent turn of events would suggest to the international community that the government—concetrated as it is of legislative, judiciary and executive functions unto the King’s Office, which appoints the Prime Minister, the entire cabinet, all envoys, 66% of the members of the House of Senate, 20% of the members of the House of Assembly, the entire House of Chiefs, all Commissioners, all Regional Administrators, all Judges, all Public Commissions and all advisers—refuses to allow for its people even the smallest opening toward any improvement of the situation.  

To the international labour movement, it is shocking that democratic values and labour rights, basic features of a free and just society, are so excessively ignored, squashed and violated in Swaziland. We stand by our Swazi brothers and sisters in supporting their legitimate and ongoing struggle for these rights.

The IMF therefore demands:

•
guarantees for a genuine and transparent constitutional reform

•
multiparty democracy, with a true separation of powers 

•
the full implementation of ILO working standards in full consultation and participation of trade unions.
Convinced that no amount of arrests and brutal suppression can break the profound and upsurging aspiration for real rights, we call upon you to take these legitimate demands into account. We will continue to closely monitor the situation as it develops. 

Sincerely,
Jyrki Raina

IMF General Secretary

cc: ITUC  












